
Vol. 5 N0. 1 For private circulation only

�������������������������������Kottayam, Saturday October 7, 2006

KOTTAYAM:  Vadavathoor waste 
processing project, which was 
supposed to have been inaugurated 
in January 2006 is yet to begin since 
land acquisition for the project isn’t 
over. 

The entire waste of Kottayam 
town is being dumped in a land 
in Vadavathoor for the past 20 
years.The project, to set up a 
decomposition plant, was given to a 
Hyderabad-based waste management 
company, Ramky.

Ramky site supervisor Yesudasan,  
in Vadavathoor, said that they 
needed atleast 2.5 acres but have 

been allotted only 1.38 acres and 
hope to get the remaining in one 
month’s time.Mr Yesudasan said 
the area for scientific land filling, 
a process by which the remaining 
processed waste is filled in a pit and 
grass grown over it, has not been 
obtained.

He said that this was initiated here 
as part of former Prime Minister AB 
Vajpayee’s Kottayam-Kumarakom 
Ecocity project. The analysis on 
waste management was done by an 
organisation named Ecosmart.

Ecosmart co-ordinator Deepa 
Balakrishnan said that the project 
was supposed to be implemented 
in two phases  and they had 

submitted their analysis  a year ago. 
Ms Balakrishnan said the project 
was facing several problems in its 
implementation because of  the lack 
of interest and responsibility from 
the local governing bodies. 

“Local governing bodies are not 
very interested in acquiring land 
from private owners neighbouring 
the waste dumping land as it might 
hinder their political interests,” said 
Ms Balakrishnan.

Mr Yesudasan said, according 
to the pervious plan, the plant was 
supposed to come up in the dumping 
yard but now that idea has been 
discarded as Ramky would have to 
remove the waste from the land.

There was a plan to move all the 
waste, which has been dumped there 
for more than two decades now to 
Kodimatha for processing but as 
it is a low-lying area the idea was 
dropped, said Mr Yesudasan.

He  said that they had proposed to 
construct a park, where the waste is 
being dumped, by levelling the land 
and processing the waste.

A resident who resides near the 
dumping yard, K Velayudhan, said 
the open waste dumping yard is a 
nuisance and it is unhealthy to have 
mosquitoes thrive in this region.

Neither Municipality Chairperson 
Reeba Varkey nor Municipal 
Opposition leader PJ Varghese  could 
be contacted for their comments. 

Waste processing plan 
halted in Vadavathoor
By Ashlin Mathew

STINKING REALITY: Garbage piled up in a waste land at Vadavathoor here. 
A waste processing project was to have come up here in January 2006. 
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By Varsha Gopinathan
RTO modernised
EASY ACCESS: Arun PC accessing information using the Kiosk at the RTO 
here.He had come to collect details of his Learners’ Licence test.
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KOTTAYAM: Kiosk,  an electronic 
based interactive terminal, is 
a project initiated by the Fully 
Automated Services of Transport 
(FAST)  under the Motor Vehicle 
Department. Kiosk provides basic 
information such as mock learner’s  
licence test for drivers and status of 
files.

Using the kiosk people can change 
their allotted driving licence test date 
or view the status of their application 
forms submitted to the Road 
Transport Office(RTO) by keying in 
the fee receipt number.

They can also view tax calculation 
of any vehicle or obtain Registration 
Certificate(RC) details of the vehicle 
by giving the registration number. 
Details on availability of fancy 

provided as per the people’s requets.
In addition to the above, Mock 

Learners’ Licence tests in English 
and Malayalam are offered through 
the touch screen. According to the 
RTO officials kiosk will help hasten 
the registration process.

Except for RC details all the 
functions provided by the kiosk is 
functional. “Its been only nine days 
since kiosk was installed therefore, 
one cannot view details of all the 
vehicles registered in Kottayam,” 
said Assistant System Administrator 
Lijo P. It will take at least three 
months for this to be rectified, he 
added.

However, bus driver Biju Mathew 
said, “I have seen kiosks at railway 
stations and it is really helpful.

“If implemented the right way, 
kiosk will save a lot of time as we 
will not be required to wait for RTO 
officials to scan through paper before 
they answer our queries,”he added.

Even the taxi and autorickshaw 
drivers who park their vehicles 
outside the busy Collectorate office 
and are not aware of kiosk and its 
functioning.

The FAST project, which was 
started in September 2005, was meant 
for modernisation of the RTOs.As 
part of the project Kottayam RTO 
has been computerised and provided 
with new furniture and flooring.

Driving school instructor Anil 
Nair says that kiosk is useful to him.

Students get an insight into Sri Lankan press
By Varsha Gopinathan

KOTTAYAM: Director, Project 
Co-ordinator and Lecturer at the  Sri 
Lanka College of Journalism (SLCJ) 
visited MASCOM (Manorama 

MEET THE PRESS: Sri Lanka College of Journalism faculty at MASCOM.
                Photo: Mintu Jacob

School of Communication) here 
on Thursday for an interactive 
session with the students.

They spoke about “The Press in 
Sri Lanka” laid special emphasis on 
LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam).

“Sri Lanka has seen years of 
conflict between the LTTE and the 
Sri Lankan army. The press has been 
unable to contribute to the peace 
process because it is polarised,” said 
Project Co-ordinator Johan Romare.

 Citing an example for the same 
Mr Romare said, in February five 
Tamilians were killed. A Sinhalese 
paper reported that five Tamilians 
were killed in an accidental explosion 
while attempting an attack on the Sri 
Lankan army.

While the Tamil papers reported 
that the five persons were shot dead 
by the Sri Lankan army. On the 
following day a Tamil paper carried 
pictures of the five persons bearing 

bullet wounds. 
Mr Romare stated, the editor of 

the Tamil paper justified himself 
by saying that this is the only way 
they could substantiate information 
provided for the readers.

Another cause of worry is the 
attitude of the Tamil youth and 
the choices they make regarding 
guerrilla warfare. 


