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Illegal sale of exotic birds
K O T T AYA M : 
Throughout this 
town, there are 
several pet shops 
selling birds of 
foreign origin.

As there is a huge 
demand for these 
birds by customers, 
these shops earn a 
desirable profit. 

When asked a 
shop owner here 
who sells exotic 
birds such as 
African Java and 
parakeets about 
his source, he 
said it was “from 
a reliable person” 
and it could not be revealed.

Sub-Inspector of Kottayam East 
police station Ravi Kumar said, 
“According to Wild life Act, birds 
of foreign origin are not to be sold. 
Even some of the Indian birds come 
under this Act.”

According to the Wild life Act of 
1975, selling birds of foreign origin 
is an offence and the punishment is 
either two years of imprisonment 
or a fine of Rs 2,000. Even after the 
punishment if that person continues 
to sell birds illegally, then the licence 

is withdrawn and 
both fine and 
imprisonment can 
be imposed upon 
them.

Selva Ganesh, 
a worker in the 
bus stand near the 
shop said, “This 
shop has been here 
for several months. 
I don’t know if 
selling is illegal 
but no raids has 
happened yet.” 

Mili Nair, a 
customer of this 
shop said, “I love 
birds… so I buy 
them. I haven’t 
thought about the 

illegal selling but I take good care of 
birds at home.”

Other birds in this shop are love 
birds and Indian parakeets. Several 
birds are crammed in their cages 
leaving no space for them to move 
about.  

By Shruthi A

CAGED AVIANS: African parakeets being sold in a local shop for Rs500 each. 
The sale  of birds of foreign origin is illegal and can lead to imprisonment.
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Increasing demand 
for Indian rubber

NATURE’S TREASURE: Rubber tapper, Sashi extracts latex from a rubber tree 
in a local plantation. The increasing price due to the growing demand for Indian rub-
ber in the international market is proving helpful to our farmers.
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KOTTAYAM: Due to globalisation 
and demand in the international 
market for Indian rubber, planters are 
able to export their produce at higher 
prices than before, said a scientist 
at the Rubber Institute of India N 
Radhakrishnan.

Elaborating his statement he said, 
“Since Kerala is labour intensive, 
rubber plantation has taken over 
paddy cultivation ,which seems to 
be wiped out of the state.” Though 
rubber plantation was introduced 
by the British a hundred years ago 
and we still use the same variety. 
The temperate climate in Kerala is 
an added advantage for the growth 
of this tree. 

When asked about the recent 
research being done by the Institute 
to increase the yield, he replied that 
clones are made from the existing 
varieties, involving the processes 
such as  cross pollination. 

Research is also being done for  
rubber varieties such as RII414 and 
RII105. Thus study was inaugurated 
by President APJ Abdul Kalam, 
when he visited the Institute.

He also said that the Institute 
counsels and guides the planters 
about the recent trends in export 
along with monitoring the quality 
of rubber produced by them. The 
tappers are trained to extract latex, 
so that the tree is not damaged.

Explaining the method of 
processing latex, he said that water 
is added to it and collided with a 
solution of formic acid to get the final 
rubber and is called vulcanization. 

Sashi, a rubber tapper working in a 
plantation consisting 500 trees, said 
he collects 35 litres of latex a day 
and when the climate is favourable 
he gets 90-100 litres. He said if the 
price stays as it is now(Rs70 a kilo), 
the income from this industry will 
improve.

By Sattwik Biswal

KOTTAYAM:Anita(name changed) 
and her three daughters have  been 
living in the YWCA’s  “Thanal” 
here, which is a home for destitute 
women. 

She has been staying in Thanal 
for the past two months after she left 
home. “I am fighting a divorce case 
against my husband now,” she said.

Anita said that she got married to 
Adarsh Srivastava (name changed) 
when they were working together in 
an advertising agency in Kochi.

Though all seemed well in the 
beginning, she said, after the birth of 
their first daughter he began abusing 
her physically. He compelled her 
to leave her job and with time his 
attitude towards her worsened.

On asking her the reason, Anita 
said at first she could not understand 
why he was behaving so and last 
year she realised that he was having 
a relationship with her elder sister.

 Then she left the house with her 

three daughters  to her 
parental home.

Her father was also 
supporting her husband 
and did not allow her in 
the house. This was when 
Thanal came to her refuge, 
she added.

She said she would be 
leaving for Chennai as 
she has been offered a job  
there.

‘Thanal’ provides home for the homeless

HARSH REALITY:Anita and her daughters
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By Alolika Dubey

KOTTAYAM: “After the 
amendment of the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS)  Act in 2002, it has become 
difficult  to file cases against persons 
caught with small quantities of 
drugs,” complained Sub-Inspector 
Ravi Kumar VR of Kottayam East 
police station here.

Explaining this he said, after the 
amendment of this Act in 2002, 
drugs are categorised as small 
and commercial quantities, on the 
basis of the quantity seized. The 
categorisation of quantities also 
varied with the type of drugs seized.

Consequently, last year no arrests 
were made for drug trafficking. This 
year only one person was arrested  
though the rate of drug trafficking 
is increasing steadily, sources 
confirmed.

For hashish, the small quantity 
is below 100gm while commercial 
quantity is above one kilogram. 
Similarly, for heroin, small quantity 
is below 5gm and commercial 
quantity above 250gm, sources said.

For trafficking in commercial 
quantities, the person is tried in the 

Sessions Court and the guilty can be 
imprisoned for 20 years or a fine can 
be imposed for an amount between 
one lakh and Rs2 lakh. 

At the same time, for small 
quantity trafficking, the penalty can 
be a fine of Rs5,000 or imprisonment 
for six months, sources confirmed.

Changanacherry Vettu Thangan 
and Kunjumon (name changed), 
drug peddlers, were arrested for 
possession of marijuana. “Kunjumon 
was released immediately after being 
produced in court, as his offence 
belonged to the category of small 
quantities,” said Mr Kumar. 

He also said that people arrested 
for small quantity drug trafficking 
are generally carriers and not the real 
culprits. Prostitutes and handicapped 
people are used as carriers to 
transport the drugs from one place 
to another. 

“The drugs seized are immediately 
destroyed,” Mr Kumar reported.

“The slum near Nagambadam bus 
stand, here was the hub for illegal 
activities, now the area has been 
cleared and regularly checked,” he 
added .

Mr Kumar who has been working  

as Sub-Inspector for the last three 
years in Calicut and Kochi said 
that drug trafficking is considerably 
under control here, when compared 
with other parts of Kerala, like Fort 
Kochi and Mattancheri, where cases 
are reported daily.

Sub-Inspector Ravi Kumar VR
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By Shalin Thomas

Changes in NDPS Act 
restricts arrest of guilty


