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                           Indian renaissance

   It has been about 60 years since our nation has attained independence
and yet our goal to be a socialist, secular and democratic state seems to 
be unfulfilled. 
    We claim to be the world’s largest democracy but about 30 per cent 
of our population do not take part in the elections. Moreover, reports of 
rigged polls and horse trading of political leaders have now become  a 
common factor of elections. Are these the pretexts to our claim? 
    India, a melting pot of cultures and religions, would have been an 
ideal secular state if we had been guided by an upright leadership. But if 
we analyse the past five years, issues right from the Gujarat riots in 2002 
to the recent controversy on singing of “Vande Mataram”, the friction be-
tween communities is evident. Apart from these religious differences, the 
caste system still thrives, leading to human rights violation and injustice.
    Similarly, soon after our independence, we envisioned a socialist 
society but in reality what we have is a materialistic one. Reports of the 
growing number of millionaires  in India are accompanied by the death 
toll of farmers. Is this glaring economic disparity an indicator of Indian 
socialism?
    It is the lack of political will that leads tob a regressive society. Most 
of the political parties here seem to be taking the public for granted. If 
there  is to be a change, the youth of the country should wake up to reali-
ties and rise to the need of the hour. They have to overcome the  mirage 
of worldly pleasures and participate in nation building. However, it does 
not imply that the youth currently refrains from political activity. There 
are several youth organisations active in politics, but they are virtually 
used as a tool by political parties. 
    The need of the hour is the awakening of the society to reform the 
socio-political framework, free from communalism, corruption and 
economic disparity. During the pre-independence era, we did face similar 
situations but at that time  reformers, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Vivekanan-
da and Sri Narayana Guru to name a few, were instrumental in encourag-
ing rational thinking among the masses. 
    The socially active thinkers, writers, artists and socio-political critics 
of the current generation should unite and cultivate a platform where the 
youth can indulge in rational and revolutionary discussions leading to 
evolution of new political dimensions.By doing this the psyche of the 
nation could be changed for the better. 
Here it is appropriate to remember Swami Vivekananda’s words - “All 
the powers in the universe are already ours. It is we who have put our 
hands before our eyes and cry that it is dark.” It is time for an Indian 
renaissance.
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MANARCAD: St.Mary’s Orthodox 
Church and the Devishetram (temple) 
here, have an interesting connection 
as some believe that Mother Mary 
and the temple Goddess were once 
sisters.
 The church, famous for its  
“ettunoyumbu”(eight-day fast), is 
visited by thousands of pilgrims  who  
also pay homage to the Goddess at 
the Devishetram too.

When asked about this belief, 
the church authorities said many  
devotees did believe it, but as 
such there was no relationship 
between the church and the temple. 
Interestingly, it is the people who 
stand by this conviction. 

 However, temple joint secretary 
R Ravi Manohar said that many 
Christian devotees visit the Hindu 
temple and similarly, the Hindu 

devotees visit the church. He said 
it was especially the devotees who 
come from far off places that believe 
in this sister theory.

Explaining how the story 
originated, he said that once a 
Brahmin lady from an “illam” near 
the temple was ostracised from 
her family. She was sheltered by a 
Christian family, who later installed 
a small idol of the Goddess for her 
benefit, at the place where the church 
now stands. 

After the death of the Brahmin 
lady, the place was gradually 
converted into a church for the 
benefit of the Christian families 
residing there. He said that people 
link the present church to the idol 
that was initially installed there, as a 
result of which, the two deities came 
to be called sisters. 

He quipped that it would be 
absurd to consider Mother Mary 

and the Devi as sisters, but then he 
quickly added that all gods are one 
and if people believed so, it was a 
good thing. This relation had brought 
the two communities together and 
there was greater cooperation and 
friendship among them, he further 
added. 

He said that every 12 years the 
temple holds a “guruthi” (sacrifice) 
ritual meant to propitiate the 
Goddess. The money for the oil, 
palm leaves and other materials 
required for the puja is customarily 
provided by the church.

The Manarcad temple is probably 
one of the few temples in Kerala, 
where entry is permitted for non-
Hindus too. 

He also said that long before 
the other temples in Kerala, the 
Manarcad temple was the first to 
open its gates to people from the  
backward classes.
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A UNIFYING BELIEF: St. Mary’s Orthodox Church (left) and the Devishetram in Manarcad. According to folk-
lore, it is believed that Mother Mary and the temple Goddess were once sisters.

A belief unites two religions
By Manju Chandran
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‘Tatana’ aims to educate 
poor and needy children
KOTTAYAM: Tatana children’s 
home in Vadavathoor, run by  a 
middle class couple, Daisy Freddie 
and Freddie Mathew, provides 
education to children who are from 
families below poverty line.
     “This home, which started in 
1991 has 16 children at present who 
are aged between 5 to 12 years.There 
are 10 girls and six boys, all from 
different backgrounds,” said Daisy 
Freddie.
      The children are provided with 
education upto seventh standard. 
They are sent to Kanjikuzhi LP 
School till fourth standard and 
after that to MT Seminary Higher 
Secondary School for further studies, 
added Mrs Freddie. 
  During holidays we give 
advertisements in a local newspaper 
called “Good News” about our home 
and all those who are poor and cannot 
afford to educate their children, 
contact us, said Mr Mathew.
     Before admitting the children, 
we check the family’s financial 
background. If their families are 
in Kottayam, they usually come to 
visit their children every weekend , 
he added.

Eight-year-old Binish, who 
studies in third standard said, “ I love 
to study mathematics and malayalam 
and I score good marks in these 
subjects. I wish to join the army 
when I grow up.”

Mr Mathew said, “The idea of 
starting a children’s home was 
initiated by my uncle Achoy 
Mathews. He wanted to do something 
for such children in memory of his 
wife, therefore, he named this home 
after her.”

 Every year the children are 
taken on tours to various places 
such as Thekkady, Kumarakom 
and Munnar. They are also taken 
to various recreational parks and 
local programmes on weekends, he 
added.

Mrs Freddie said that after the 
children finish their education here, 
they  are taken to various other 
institutions like Tatana where they 
are enrolled for further studies which 
can help them in the future.
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EDUCATION FIRST: Children being taught at Tatana children’s home by Daisy 
Freddie, the owner of the home.

By Meera J

KOTTAYAM: “Brown otters, 
which are endangered species, 
are being poached in Kerala, 
as a result of which they are 
considerably decreasing in number,” 
said Prof  KG Padmakumar of 
Regional Agricultural Research 
Station(RARS) here in Kumarakom.  

Apart from the poaching of brown 
otters, he said the combined effects 
of pollution and habitat destruction 
has also resulted in the sudden 
decline in their number.

“The brown otters are semi-
aquatic mammals living along rivers, 
lakes, sea coasts and also in marshy 
areas away from the open water. 
They are nocturnal animals because 
they come out only at night. RARS 
is a research centre where brown 
otters are preserved in a special 
area prepared to suit its habitat,” he 
added.    

According to Mr Padmakumar, the 
brown otters are predatory animals 
and their primary diet is fish. They 
feed on an average of 40-50 fishes 
a day. As a result of this, the brown 
otters have been kept in a place 
secluded from the other fishes. Apart 
from fishes, they also feed on water 
birds, frogs and crabs.

Mr Padmakumar also said that 
certain measures are being taken to 
protect these endangered animals, 
which will probably slow their 
decline. The brown otters are being 
preserved in a few places in Kerala 
and there are about 30 otters under 
RARS’ protection.                             

He also mentioned that the otters 
are being smuggled to countries such 
as Japan, Tibet and Nepal. The otters 
are smuggled for their skin, which 
is used for making fur coats and for 
its tail which is used to make caps, 
mittens and belts. It is also used for 
decorative purposes, he added.
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ENDANGERED SPECIES: A specimen of the brown otter kept at Regional 
Agricultural Research Station (RARS) in Kumarakom.

Otters face extinction threat 
By Varna


