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Commercial movies analyse
human psychological issues

Ambassador hotel celebrates golden jubilee

Awareness via
art exhibition

Manmohan concerned about science 
THEN AND NOW: Ambassador hotel in 1956(left) and on right,a picture taken this year. The hotel founded by AC Jacob 
Pazhayanattu has completed 50 years of hospitality.

CHANGING FRAMES: Posters of movies “Boothakkannadi”(left) and “A Beautiful Mind”.  These movies depicted the psych-
ological disorders faced by human being.

KOCHI: “Swasraya Bharath- 
2006”, National Self Reliance 
Week Celebrations, held at Shiva 
Temple Grounds here is recieving  
appreciation from the public, said 
the event’s chief co-ordinator 
Vivekananda Pai. 

He said that the “Craft Bazaar”, 
handicraft exhibition, and Vigyan 
Mela, a science and technology 
exposition are the main crowd 
pullers. 

“The unique hand-drawn paintings 
by women from Madhubhani village 
in Bihar is a major attraction because 
it is not usually displayed at all other  
exhibitions, “ he added. 

However, the National Seminars 
on vital topics, conducted as a part 
of the celebrations have also aroused 
enthusiasm among the public, 
especially the youth, said the event 
convenor Smart Kundassery .

He said that the seminar on Self 
Reliance in Space and Defence, to 
be held on Sunday at Bharat Tourist 
Home here, has recieved advance 
registrations from students from 
several colleges.

Rahul Nambiar, an engineering 
student, who visited the exhibition 
said that he was happy as he could 

interact with some senior scientists 
and professors at the venue.

Collete Gebriel, a Cypriot tourist, 
said, “ The organisers of this event 
have done an excellent work in 
highlighting traditional Indian crafts 
and scientific developments .”

The event is organised by 
Swadeshi Science Movement, a unit 
of Vijnana Bharati, an organisation 
working  for development of India 
through the application of science 
and technology and to popularise 
Indian scientific heritage. 

By Neeraj Krishna

KOTTAYAM: Aspects of human 
behaviour is a theme that was 
inconspicuous in movies but 
now films are exploring complex 
psychological issues more seriously, 
said Shaji N Karun, a noted film 
critic. 

He said movies and psychology 
share a complementary relationship. 
Dreams, eccentricity and old 
motivations have become the subject 
of countless movies.  

Popular movie “A Beautiful 
Mind” portrays the life of Nobel 
Prize winning mathematician John 
Nash (potrayed by Russell Crowe)  
Though his theories were popular his 

brilliant mind finally succumbed to 
psychosis(paranoid schizophrenia).

One of the more popular 
Malayalam movies “Boothakanadi”, 
a powerful psychological drama 
revolving around the life of a watch 
repairman, potrayed by Mammootty, 
is an account of the pain of loss, 
isolation and the consequent social 
stigma due to his mental illness. 
Traumatic experiences like the rape 
of his former lover’s daughter leads 
him to hallucinate and this distorts 
reality.

 Critically acclaimed Malayalam 
movie called “Chinthavishtayaya 
Shyamala” depicts the defense 
mechanisms used by the central 
character (played by Sreenivasan), 
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KOTTAYAM: Though fish soufflé, 
“rana murgi” and mocha cream 
pudding may not seem special 
now, 50 years ago these were some 
of the mouth-watering treats on 
Ambassador Hotel’s menu. 

The oldest single-star hotel here, 
Ambassador Hotel is celebrating its 
golden jubilee this year. Founded 
in 1956 by AC Jacob Pazhayanattu, 
this was once the hub of the elite and 
powerful here. 

“Now everybody accepts dining 
and lodging in a hotel ,but when we 
began this concept was not easily 
accepted by people,” said owner of 
the Hotel, Jacob Kurien.

“In the 50s and 60s our customers 
were mainly owners of plantations 
who came from Kanjirapally (25 
km from here).Only they could 
afford the luxury of a hotel,” said an 
official, Pritish Jacob.

The head chef Bernard (full name 

not used) was butler to a British 
planter, and hence the menu included 
western cuisine too.

“The competition is tough for us 
now because other hotels have come 
up since the tourism in Kumarakom 
has increased,” said Mr Kurien. 

The hotel is to renovate its 
infrastructure to promote its status 
from a single star hotel to a three star 
one said Pritish Jacob.

By Jan Mary Varghese

Craft Bazaar at  Shiva Temple Ground, 
Kochi.
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The organisation aims at imparting 
scientific knowlege to the common 
masses. It also works for creating 
scientific awareness among the rural 
population, said Mr Vivekananda.

“By creating scientific awareness 
in rural areas and  by promoting 
traditional rural sectors such 
as agriculture, handicrafts and 
handloom, we are trying to make 
Indian villages self-reliant,” he 
added.

He said that the organisation 
promotes mushroom cultivation, 
tailoring centres, “goshalas” (cow 
shelters) and bio-gas projects. 

He also said that the activities of 
the Swadeshi Science Movement are 
supported by national organisations 
such as DRDO, ISRO, ONGC, 
HUDCO and SIDBI and the Coir  
board .

LONDON (PTI): The bookmak-
ers had initially dismissed the 
young Kiran Desai but the judges  
at the Booker’s prize this year 
thought differently.

After a session, the panel chose 
Desai’s novel for the booker’s 
prize. Hermione Lee, Professor  
at   Oxford said, “This  is  a mag-

nificent novel of  wisdom, comic 
tenderness and powerful political 
acuteness.”
      She said that the judges felt 
strongly about all six books, and 
that Desai’s novel was not a com-
promise choice.  
“We so much admired all these 
novels,” she added.

Indian recieves Booker prize

in order to escape from 
responsibilities and harsh realities of 
life. It is a contrast to the successful 
coping patterns that his wife, 
Shyamala, adopts in the midst of 
stressful situations.                     
 “Frames of Mind 2006” an 
International Psychology Film 
Festival provided an opportunity for 
its participants to discuss popular 
psychological movies.               
 Organised by KE College at 
Mannanam here, this programme 
was the first of its kind in South 
Asia and was attended by eminent 
psychologists and film critics.
 Clinical psychologist and festival 
director Renjan Mathew, said that 
films can be used as teaching aids.  

MUMBAI (PTI): Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh told scientists at 
the NASI that countries like South 
Korea and China have gone ahead 
of India due to their mastery over 
science and technology. 

At a function at IIT-Powai, he 
said, “There is widespread concern 
about the decline in the standards of 
our research work in universities and 
even in the IITs.”

“A more fundamental challenge is 
to attract more and  better students, 
both men and women, to the science 
streams at the school and college 
levels.” Singh said the teaching 
of science and mathematics in 
schools and colleges “ought to be 
made sufficiently interesting for the 
pupils”.

With the growing privatisation of 
advanced research and the role of 

multinationals  knowledge genera-
tion, he said the challenge for India 
is finding new ways to sustain incen-
tives for generating new knowlegde.


