
KOTTAYAM: “The public toilet  
adjoining BCM college and the 
District Hospital is in a deplorable 
condition as the garbage from the 
nearby shops is being dumped 
there,” said District Hospital 
employee Saju Thomas.

He said the stench emanating from 

the toilet, has made it inconvenient 
for pedestrians and the Municipal 
authorities have been irresponsible 
in resolving this issue.

According to a Municipal official, 
the toilet had been constructed by 
the Municipality in 1993 but within 
a few months, its sewerage system  
developed maintenance problems 
and therefore it was abandoned.

District Medical Officer Dr 
Manmadan said that several 
complaints have been made to the 
Municipality to clear the garbage. 

He also said that such problems if 
left unattended can result in severe 
health hazards as this accumulated 
garbage waste  can become a 
breeding site for mosquitoes 
and other insects. However, the 
municipality has promised to 
demolish the toilet and soon this 
problem will be resolved.
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English being accepted as the official language in India there is fear that 
our regional languages may face extinction in the future. In an effort to 
promote the regional language, Kerala Government passed a legislation 
making it compulsory to  learn Malayalam up to standard IV. Many states 
have similar legistlation that makes it compulsory for students to study the 
regional language as a second language. 

This is a positive step considering that regional languages have been 
pushed to the periphery in our day-to-day life. At a time when we have 
English-medium products who manage to mumble some words in their 
mother tongue, the legislation was wanting for a long time. Promoters 
of English argue that it is much more relevant when it comes to higher 
studies and employment abroad. Of course English is important but the 
regional language is equally significant.    

Another factor is that students in state-aided schools in non-hindi 
speaking states study three languages as against their Hindi counterparts 
who learn only two. So, to avoid learning three languages parents send 
children to CBSE and ISCE schools where the student can avoid the 
regional language.

What they fail to realise is that the more languages you learn the more 
enriched is your outlook. By restricting learning of native tongues we are 
closing the doors to valuable literature in these languages many of which 
lose their import when translated. 

It is the responsibility of the parents to infuse a pride for their mother-
tongue in the children. Our mother tongue helps connect to our roots; we 
learn to respect and appreciate our culture. It is the centre of our existence 
adding value to life and giving a sense of belonging.

Many parents pride in the fact that their children can neither speak nor 
read their mother-tongue. How unrefined it sounds to the ears when their 
children speak in the native tongue! .

Governments should go a step further and extend this legislation to 
private schools also. It may be argued that Malayalam should not be 
imposed on non-Malayalis. Non-Malayalis may be permitted to take up 
another language but Malayalis should not be exempted. 

Being a multi-linguistic society India faces the challenge of preserving 
its regional languages. The younger generation have to prioritise and take 
initiatives to prevent waning of languages and consequently culture. 

Railway station gears up
for Sabarimala pilgrims
By Shruthi A
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RENOVATION IN PROGRESS: Passengers at Kottayam Railway station walk 
towards the platform while renovation work goes on. 
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REVIVAL OF GUILD:  MT Joy, Secretary of Sahitya Pravarthaka Co-opera-
tive Society, displays the recently inaugurated 31st edition of Malayalam dictionary, 
Sabdatharavali. 

Ill-maintained public toilet
turns into a garbage dump
By Maxin Mathew

PUBLIC NUISANCE: The toilet adjoining BCM College is in a deplorable 
condition. It is now used as a place for throwing garbage by nearby shopkeepers and 
vegetable vendors. 
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Government to help 
writers’ association
By Shalin Thomas

KOTTAYAM: Kerala government 
has planned to revive Sahitya 
Pravartika Co-operative Society 
(SPCS), an association for writers, 
publishing Malayalam books, 
which is incurring losses, said SPCS 
Secretary MT Joy.

“Government has decided 
to sanction Rs 1 crore for the 
publication of 31 books,”said one of 
the directors P Raghavan.

SPCS, which has published 7,000 
books, was started in 1945 by a 
group of 12 writers with the aim 
of protecting the authors from the 
exploitation of publishers.

“This was the first ever writer’s 

co-operative society that gave the 
highest royalty to authors (upto 30 
per cent),” said Mr Raghavan. 

The lack of funds led to the 
reduction of 30 per cent royalty to 15 
per cent, which is still the maximum 
an author gets from a publishing 
house, said Mr Joy.

SPCS has 1,600 members and 
12 branches in Kerala. SPCS 
recently released the 31st edition 
of popular Malayalam dictionary 
Sabdatharavali and the function was 
felicitated by writer PN Panicker, 
who is also a member of SPCS.          

The society has writers such as MT 
Vasudevan Nair, Sukumar Azhikode, 
Perumbadavam Sridharan, M 
Achudhan and George Onakkoor.

NEW DELHI (PTI): Setting a 
three-year roadmap for providing 
reservations to OBCs in institu-
tions of higher education, the 
Moily Committee recommended 
measures to implement quota but 
left the controversial creamy layer 
issue to the government.

While the CPI-M favours ex-
clusion of creamy layer from the 
quota regime, UPA’s  allies  DMK 
and PMK strongly advocate its 
inclusion.

Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh had admitted that a consen-
sus on handling the creamy layer 
continues to elude his coalition 
government. 

Panel discusses quotas

KOTTAYAM: The railway station 
here is being renovated to give it a 
passenger-friendly look and will be 
ready next month before the start of 
Sabarimala season.

 “This renovation project was 
proposed three years ago but it was 
approved by the railway ministry 
this year,” said Station Master PK 
Janardhan. 

He explained that the renovation 
includes laying of granite slabs and 
tiles for the waiting rooms, placing 
wide screen television to show details 
of trains. 

Waiting rooms exclusively for 
the ladies and 10 toilets are being 
constructed in different parts of the 
station. 

The ticket and the tourist 
information counters are being 
extended and the entrance is given 
a new look, which will make the 
station  more modernised. 

This renovation is coinciding with 
Sabarimala season which starts from 
next month and goes on till Jan 15. 
Kottayam is an important destination 
for these pilgrims since they have 
to change their trains here to reach 
Sabarimala. 

Special arrangements are being 

made in the station for the Sabrimala 
pilgrims. Mr Janardhan said that new 
staircase leading to entrance is being 
constructed to facilitate passengers.

The authorities are planning to 
build the reservation counter at the 
station’s car parking lot but again 
they are waiting for approval.

 Elsamma Sebastian, a passenger, 
commenting on the problems faced 
by the commuters due to renovation 
said, “Kottayam’s development 
is necessary so we should adjust 
with the inconvenience for the time 
being so as to have a better station 
tomorrow.” 

Mother tongue reigns


