
KOTTAYAM:  Kottayam Municipal 
Chairperson Mrs Reeba Varkey said 
that medical camps and awareness 
programmes are being organised and 
notices are circulated in the district 
to create awareness about the killer 
virus, chikungunya.  

Chikungunya, a viral fever 

KOTTAYAM:  The Kerala 
Government has made Malayalam  

c o m p u l s o r y 
subject up to 
fourth standard 
beginning next 
year. 

According to 
Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan officer 
Sunil Dev,  if 

the idea is to teach children their 
mother tongue they should be made 
to speak in Malayalam rather than 
making it compulsory.  

He said schools here have 
Malayalam as a subject but the  
students do not communicate in 
Malayalam, defeating the purpose. 

Becom Memorial School Principal 
Saramma George said though she 
supports the decision, Malayalam 
should not be made compulsory 
for students coming from outside 

Kerala.
  Mary Roy 

founder of the 
first Malyalam 
medium school  
Pallikkoodam 
here said that it 
was one of the 
wisest decisions 
taken by the governement.   

Ashramam School teacher Bashir 
PA, said that primary school children 
learn better when they are taught in  
their mother tongue.  

Even parents and children who 
prefer English medium schools to 
Malayalam say they are happy with 
the decision. 
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DEADLY SCARE:  Patients suffering from the viral disease are admitted in the 
District Hospital here. Government has organised medical camps and awareness. 
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KOTTAYAM: Kerala Congress 
(J) Chairman PJ Joseph, has 
proposed the union of all Pro-Left 
regional parties to fight for regional 
development. 

He said that the regional parties 
should unite since the national 
parties were not giving them enough 
prominence in politics. 

Mr Joseph spoke at a function 
organised  to mark the recent merger 
of Kerala Congress (J) led by him 
and a faction of Kerala Congress ( S) 
led by Eapen Varghese.

Mr Joseph also said that the return 
of the Eapen Varghese faction to 
the parent party will strengthen 
the party’s stand to strive for the 
development of the state. 

Kerala Congress (S) general secre- 

tary Eliyas Zacharia said the faction 
is returning to the parent party respo 
nding to a call given by the leader 
PJ Joseph for the unification of all 
Kerala Congress factions. 

He also said that the faction 
split from the Kerala Congress 
because some of the party leaders 
swayed away from their goals and 
agenda and were also indulging in 
mudslinging each other. 

Mr Joseph claimed that 90 per 
cent who had deserted the party 
earlier had returned. But, PC George 
the leader of Kerala Congress ( 
S) and the party’s lone MLA and 
his supporters had not merged 
with Kerala Congress (J). Kerala 
Congress (S) was recently formed 
by a faction led by PC George that 
split from Kerala Congress (J).This 
is the second faction led by Eapen 
Varghese joining the mainstream 
party after PC Thomas leader of 
Indian Federal Democratic Party 
(IFDP) joined leaving his party, he 
added. 

Unifying pro-left parties
will strengthen position
By Sattwik Biswal

MERGER: A faction of Kerala Congress(S) joins the parent party Kerala 
Congress(J) in a meeting at Mammen Mapillai hall here.
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Kottayam to tackle
chikungunya virus
By Ashlin Mathew

Malayalam mandatory: decision
well supported by educationists
By Varsha Gopinathan

spread by Aedes aegypti mosquito, 
is prevalent in Alappuzha and   parts 
of Kottayam 15 cases have been 
reported.

Mrs Varkey said the municipal 
workers clear garbage in residential 
areas  and   spray mosquito repellents 
in all the wards during evenings.

NCC and NSS cadets from 
nearby colleges are educating the 
residents in different wards about 
chickungunya and its symptoms, 
added Mrs Varkey.

Mrs Bindu Nair, an employee 
at the District Medical Office said 
that  there are seven patients in 
Vaikom and atleast five in Kottayam 
Medical College who are suspected 
of suffering from the disease.

“Children are much more 
susceptible to this disease than adults, 
as their immune system is weak and 
they run around unmindful of their 
surroundings,” said Dr Kumar.  

Chikungaya is rarely fatal and 
symptoms appear five days after the 
patient has been bitten by mosquito.

High fever, headache, severe 
pain in the joints and nausea are 
indications of chikungunya and they 
can persist for several weeks , said 
Dr Kumar.

Dr Kumar added that chikungunya 
may be mistaken for Dengue, which 
is prevalent in North India, though 
the latter is fatal and can lead to 
death.

Blair favours
open economy

PUDUCHERRY (PTI): The 
CPI-affiliated Puducherry Farmers 
Union urged the Union Territory 
government to intervene and scrap 
the arrears of power charges due 
from farmers.

A good number of farmers, 
including women, attached to the 
union took out a rally here and 
held a demonstration under the 
leadership of union Secretary T 
Geethanathan.           
 A detailed memorandum was 
submitted later at the Office of the 
Chief Minister by a delegation of 
the union.

The demands included waiver 
of loan dues from farmers to 
nationalised banks, creation of 
a farm labourers development 
board and subsidies for various 
promotional activities in 
agriculture.

Farmers rally

LONDON (PTI): British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair favoured 
bringing down of trade barriers 
and said  governments should 
open up their economy.
     He said people are sceptical 
about the idea of outside investors 
due to fear of competition.
      With regard to India, he 
said the country was immensely 
powerful and  the world leader in 
IT sector. There was scope for the 
two countries to cooperate in this 
sector. 

Saramma George

Sunil Dev


